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Heritage BC 

Crisis: 
•  “An unstable condition, as 

in political, social, or      
economic affairs” 

•  “An emotionally stressful 
event or traumatic 
change” 

•  “A point in a story or 
drama when a conflict 
reaches its highest 
tension and must be 
resolved” 
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     2009 & 2010: 
Funding terminated 

•  Heritage BC 
•  Community Heritage 

Planning Program 
•  Heritage Tourism 

Alliance 
•  Workshops – 

Heritage BC 
•  B.C. Heritage Award 
•  Other Programs & 

Initiatives 
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   Other sources 
terminated or 
reduced: 

•  Gaming 

•  Historic Places 
Initiative 
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Impact on Heritage BC since June, 2009: 

                    Operating Funding $230,000 
                     Gaming       37,500 
                          Workshop Funding    20,000 
               HPI         5,000 

                                              $292,500 
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   Impacts in 2011: 

•  Budget will be cut 30% 
($148,000) 

•  Staff four days a week  
•  Reduced conference 
•  One board meeting cut 
•  Cut one issue of Heritage 

BC Quarterly  
•  Workshop program ends 
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   Impact on Heritage 
Legacy Fund, 2010 & 
2011: 

   Grants reduced  
   by 40% (down from 

$250,000 per yr. to 
$150,000 per yr.) 
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    Impacts on 
communities: 

•  Loss of gaming funds 

•  Fewer Heritage Legacy Fund 
grants this year, next near, 
and possibly none in 2012 
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    Impacts on 
communities: 

•  Reduced support, 
services, grants, from 
Heritage Branch 

•  Reduced support, 
services, grants from 
Heritage BC 

•  Possible termination 
of Heritage BC in 
2012 



Heritage BC 

To sum up: Economic meltdown  
leads to 

Draconian Measures 
and 

Heritage Pays 
(more than our share) 
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   The Province’s 
Response in 2010: 

•  $7 million restored to arts in 
September  

•  $8.7 million for two Heritage 
Properties in December 

•  $0 for other heritage 
priorities 
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•  Third minister in 18 
months  

•  More tinkering =         
more uncertainty 



   “A point in a story or 
drama when a conflict 
reaches its highest 
tension and must be 
resolved” 

   Where do we go from 
here? 

Heritage BC 
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Heritage BC’s response so far… 
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    Fall 2009 
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January, June 2010 

•  Met with heritage 
minister 

•  Minister addressed 
2010 conference, first 
time since 1997 
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•  Adopt Strategy 
•  Restore Branch Budget 
•  Resolve Properties Issue 
•  Restore Community 

Support 
•  $5-10 million for Heritage 

Legacy Fund 

August, 2010 
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Fall 2010: 

•  Met with Opposition Critic 
•  Following up with CHC’s, members for support 
•  Submission to Finance Committee 
•  Media releases 
•  Contacting other provincial organizations 
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Plans for 2011: 

•  Meet with new minister 
•  Keep pressure on government 
•  30th anniversary publication, event 
•  Conference 2011:  Heritage Summit, Vancouver 
•  UBCM 
•  INTO, APT & ICOMOS conferences in Victoria 



Heritage BC 

What You Can Do: 

•  Write to the Premier, minister, 
MLA 

•  Talk to your MLA 
•  Get local council, business & 

community interests involved 
•  Contact the media 


